HALEWOOD TOWN COUNCIL

At a Meeting of the Town Council held on Wednesday, 18th November 2015 (7.30 pm), at Arncliffe Sports & Community  Centre, Arncliffe Road, Halewood, the following Members were:-
PRESENT

COUNCILLORS
A. Harvey (Chairman)
K Dalton




N Hogg

Ms. C Harris




D Perry
I S Hamilton




B Swann







D Samuels

Also in attendance:-
G MacKenzie, Town Manager

L. Joyner, Administrator
Members of the Public - 4
65. APOLOGIES
Apologies for non-attendance were received and accepted from Cllr. S Ball, Cllr. Mrs. E Finneran, Cllr. A Flute and Cllr. Ms. C Rose.
66. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

The following declarations of interest were received:-
Cllr. A Harvey -  Agenda Item (15)b – Planning Applications

67. AGENCY PRESENTATION - COUNTRYSIDE PROPERTIES (UK) LTD.

The Chairman welcomed Mr. Philip Whitehead, Regional Regeneration Director and Mr. Nigel Smith, Associate Planning Director of Countryside Properties (UK) Ltd. to the meeting, together with Officers of the Knowsley MBC Mr. Ian Capper and Mr. Jan Lourens.   
Mr. Whitehead gave a presentation to the Council that provided information about the background of Countryside Properties and their work in partnership with other Councils and Housing Associations.  Details of the proposals for the future development at the former Bridgefield Forum site and at Mackets Lane were outlined.

Councillors asked questions relating to the proposals and the Chairman gave approval to waive Standing Orders so that questions from members of the public, in attendance at the meeting, could be answered.

Mr. Whitehead indicated that additional information regarding density and sizes of property would be forwarded to the Town Manager for information.

The Chairman thanked the representatives of Countryside Properties and the Officers of Knowsley MBC for their attendance at the meeting.

68. PUBLIC FORUM
G Tyrrell – Halewood Community Spirit (HCS)
Mr. G Tyrrell addressed the Council by outlining  details, including dates and times of the forthcoming Christmas Crusade event,  that is currently being organised by HCS. Mr. Tyrrell thanked the Council for their donation towards the cost of a Christmas tree and suggested the Council may wish to add appropriate signage when the tree is installed. He indicated that help was needed in obtaining the loan a flat back wagon for the event.  The Town Manager agreed to assist in this matter by making enquiries with some of the Town Councils contacts.
The Chairman thanked representatives of Halewood Community Spirit for their attendance.

69. MINUTES 

RESOLVED:-   That the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 15th October 2015 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairperson.
70. TOWN MANAGER’S INFORMATION UPDATE

The Town Manager gave an update on the following items:-
1. Bonfire Night
2. Living Wage
3. Theft  
4. Memory Lane
5. Christmas and New Year
6. Diary Dates
The Town Manager answered questions raised by Cllr. Harris which relating to use of the facilities by Memory Lane, and a separate list of forthcoming activities was requested by Cllr. Hamilton.

RESOLVED:- (a) That the Town Manager’s report be noted. (A copy of the report is filed with the minutes).
71. INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT 1
The Town Manager presented a report that outlined to Members the content of the Closedown Agenda prepared by Knowsley MBC’s Internal Audit Service following their inspection visit on 20th October 2015.
It was moved by Cllr. B Swann and seconded by Cllr. K Dalton, and
RESOLVED:-   (a) That the report be noted. (A copy of the report is filed with the minutes)


(b) That the ‘Client Response and Agreed Action’ as stated in the report be approved.
72.  REVIEW OF BAR OPERATIONS
Following the decision of the Council at its meeting on 17th September 2015, the Town Manager presented a report that contained proposals for the appointment of an external consultant, to undertake a review of the Town Council’s bar operations.
It was moved by Cllr. I S Hamilton and seconded by Cllr. D Samuels, and
RESOLVED:-   (a) That the report be noted.  (A copy of the report is filed with the minutes)


(b) That the Council approve the engagement of Mr. Michael Watts on a consultancy basis



 as outlined in the report.

73.  FESTIVE LIGHTING
The Town Manager presented a report, this outlined the proposals and costs for this year’s festive lighting installation at Halewood Shopping Centre, and the Town Council’s premises. 
It was moved by Cllr. K Dalton and seconded by Cllr. I S Hamilton, and
RESOLVED:-   (a) That the report be noted. (A copy of the report is filed with the minutes).


(b) That the action taken under Standing Order 3d as outlined in the paragraph 3.4 of


 the report be  endorsed.



(c) That the works and costs associated with the erection of the Town Council’s festive



lights at the Shopping Centre as outlined at paragraphs 3.5 – 3.7 of the report be approved, to be
funded out of the Specific Reserves set aside for that purpose.



(d) That the supply of external (artificial) Christmas tree at Hollies Hall be approved. 



(e) That a meeting be arranged with the Managing Agents of the Shopping Centre in


the new year.

74.  EMPLOYMENT POLICIES – WHISTLEBLOWING POLICY
The Council considered the report of the Town Manager which outlined and sought approval to the adoption of a Whistleblowing Policy.
It was moved by Cllr. C Harris and seconded by Cllr. K Dalton, and
RESOLVED:-   (a) That the report be noted. (A copy of the report is filed with the minutes)


(b) That the draft Whistleblowing Policy be approved.
75.  CREATION OF A COMMUNITY GARDEN
The Town Manager presented a report which contained proposals for a community garden at the Arncliffe Sports and Community Centre.  The project is a partnership development involving Listening Ear, First Ark Group, The Borough and Town Council, and seeks to transform the former bowling green and childrens playground area into a Community Garden to be used as a basis for horticultural therapy sessions. 
It was moved by Cllr. A Harvey and seconded by Cllr. D Perry, and
RESOLVED:-   (a) That the report be noted. (A copy of the report is filed with the minutes)


(b) That the Council note the project outline attached at appendix A of the report.



(c) That the Council formally endorse and support the development of the project.

76.  HALEWOOD COMMUNITY GRANTS FUND
The Council considered the following applications:-

(a) Application No. 15/16/7 – The Jam Club
This application sought assistance to fund four weeks of activities for local children ages 4-11, who meet every Wednesday in St. Mary’s Centre.  It was noted that the club is open to all faiths.
(b)  Application No. 15/16/8 – St. John Vianney SVP
This application sought financial assistance towards the cost of providing 20 people/families in Halewood suffering from deprivation with seasonal goods.
With relation to this application, Cllr. Harris suggested that contact should be made with Halewood Community Spirit and Halewood Childrens Centres, to avoid the duplication of support given to those people/families who are being helped.
It was moved by Cllr. D Samuels and seconded by Cllr. I S Hamilton, and
RESOLVED:-   (a) That the report be noted. (A copy of the report is filed with the minutes)


(b) That the application from The Jam Club be deferred pending further information being



requested, and in accordance with Standing Order 3(d) the Chairman be granted delegated 



authority, to make a decision on this application to approve a grant up to £488.


(c) That in accordance with the Localism Act 2011 (Power of Competence) a grant of £500 be 


            awarded to St. John Vianney SVP.
77. SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS
RESOLVED:-   That the schedule of payments, addendum, pre-payments and direct debits amounting to 



 £18112.73, be approved.

78. REPORTS FROM CONFERENCE/REPRESENTATIVE BODIES
(a) Cllr. N Hogg – NALC Conference/LALC Conference

(b) Cllr. K Dalton – NALC Conference/LALC Conference

(c) Cllr. A. Harvey/Town Manager – Meeting with Neighbouring Parish Council Clerks and Leaders regarding the Council Tax Reduction Support Grant for 2016/17.
RESOLVED:- (i) That the reports be noted.

(ii) That the Town Manager send a letter to Maria Eagle MP seeking her support and requesting that she lobby the Department for Communities and Local Government and HM Treasury, to ‘ring fence’  the Council Tax Reduction Support Grant for 2016/17 (and any subsequent years) to thereby make it mandatory for Principal Authorities to properly identify the amount of local Council Tax support funding attributable to Town and Parish Councils and ensure that an appropriate amount is passed on to them. 

79. CORRESPONDENCE

(a) Huntington’s Disease Association
A letter of thanks was received from the Chairperson of the Merseyside Branch thanking the Town Council for its support with the Associations recent Family Race Night held at Arncliffe.
RESOLVED:-  That the correspondence be noted.
Note:-    Cllr. A Harvey, remained in the meeting, but took no part in the discussion of the following item. (With the agreement of the Town Council, Cllr. B Swann, took the Chair for this item)
(c) Planning Applications

The following Planning Applications were considered:-
Application Reference no:- 15/00698/CLU
Application Reference no:- 15/00704/FUL
                          Application Reference no:- 15/00707/FUL


Application Reference no:- 15/00676/FUL


Application Reference no:- 14/00670/FUL



Application Reference no:- 15/00678/FUL

RESOLVED:-   (i) That the Planning Applications be noted. 

80. EXEMPT ITEM
RESOLVED:-  

That under Section 100(A) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded for the following item of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in paragraph 1 of part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Act.
81. STAFFING REVIEW AND ASSOCIATED MATTERS
The Town Manager presented a report which updated members on the implementation of the staffing review approved by the Town Council at its meeting of 15th October 2015 (Min. 64 refers) and associated matters. 
Following a detailed discussion it was moved by Cllr. K Dalton and seconded by Cllr. D Samuels, and
RESOLVED:-   

a) That the report be noted.  
b) That approval be given to the assimilation and ring-fence proposals as outlined in para. 3.6

of the report.

      c) That the proposed infrastructure changes at Hollies Hall outlined in para. 3.12 of the report 

          (including the stated budget allocations for the expenditure) be approved.

      d) That as part of the implementation of the staffing review, the relocation of the Administrative 
           staff as outlined in 3.14 and 3.15 of the report (at the advised one-off costs of £532 and recurring 
           costs of £480 p.a.) be approved.                            
Meeting closed at 9.45 p.m. 
Signed .......................................             Date ...............................................


