HALEWOOD TOWN COUNCIL

At a Meeting of the Town Council held on Thursday, 16th July 2015 (7.00 pm), at Arncliffe Sports & Community  Centre, Arncliffe Road, Halewood, the following Members were:-
PRESENT

COUNCILLORS
A. Harvey (Chairman)
K Dalton




D Perry

            

Mrs. E Finneran



Miss C Rose



I S Hamilton




D Samuels
Ms. C Harris




B Swann






   N Hogg
Also in attendance:-
G MacKenzie, Town Manager

L. Joyner, Administrator

Members of the Public – Inspector G. Webster & PCSTO Joe Franco, Merseyside Police


               Fiona Mather, Vivark Ltd.

21. APOLOGIES
Apologies for non-attendance were received and accepted from Cllr. S Ball and Cllr. A Flute.
22. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

The following declarations of interest were received:-
Cllr. K Dalton     -   Agenda Item 9 – Applications for Free or Concessionary Hire of Facilities 

Cllr. E Finneran  -   Agenda Item 9 – Applications for Free or Concessionary Hire of Facilities


      Agenda Item 12(d) – Planning Applications
Cllr. A Harvey -      Agenda Item 12(d) – Planning Applications

23. PUBLIC FORUM
In accordance with S.O. No. 1 (j) the Chairman suspended Standing Orders to permit Members to ask questions during the following presentation. 
Merseyside Police

Inspector Graeme Webster and PCSTO Joe Franco addressed the Council on policing issues in Halewood and answered questions raised by Members.  These questions related to recent incidents of anti-social behaviour in the area. Inspector Webster gave information about the steps that are being taken to address these issues, which included increased patrols, and working in partnership with KHT with ‘Acceptable Behaviour Contracts’.  Statistics were given about the level of crimes recorded in Halewood this year, in comparison to the same period last year, which indicated a decline in criminal activities this year.

It was requested by Members that the ‘Have your say meetings’ be re-instated in the Okell Drive area and Inspector Webster indicated that he would look into this matter.
The Chairman thanked Inspector Webster and PCSTO Franc0 for their attendance at the meeting.

24. MINUTES 

RESOLVED:-   That the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 16th June 2015 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairperson.
25. TOWN MANAGER’S INFORMATION UPDATE

The Town Manager gave an update on the following items:-
1. Hollies Hall – Cellar Cooling

2. Support for Children & Families

3. Halewood Culturefest 2015

4. Electoral Review of Knowsley

5. ‘Open Mike Night’ at Hollies

6. Football Pitch Allocations

7. Planning

8. Christmas Concert 
RESOLVED:- (a) That the Town Manager’s report be noted. (A copy of the report is filed with the minutes).
26. GREEN SPACE AND PLAY PARK DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2015-2016
The Chairman welcomed Fiona Mather, Business Development Manager, Vivark to the meeting.  A joint report from the Town Manager and Fiona Mather was considered.  The report outlined a series of development proposals for the Town Council’s owned and leased Green Spaces and children’s Play Parks.  

It was moved by Cllr. B Swann and seconded by Cllr. I S Hamilton, and
RESOLVED:-   (a) That the report be noted.



(b) That a contract variation be approved and issued to Vivark Ltd. to include the maintenance

      of Elwyn Gardens as outlined in para 3.7. of the report.



(c) That the approach to the development of Elwyn Gardens as outlined in para 3.9 of the



     report be approved, subject to the proposed grant application not compromising any future 

                              development within the Town Council.




(d) That the proposals for the development of the children’s Play Parks at Wood Road (Grace

     Park) and Hilton Grace Recreation Ground as outlined in paras 3.13 and 3.21 – 3.23 of the



     report, be approved.



(e) That the childrens’ Play Park at Hilton Grace Recreation Ground should be the priority for
                              development, with further reports being submitted to the Town Council as the project
      progresses



(f) That the approach to treatment of the two existing wildflower areas in Wood Road as



     outlined in in para 3.17 of the report be endorsed.



(g) That Vivark be appointed to remove the barrier around the football pitch at Hilton Grace 


     Recreation Ground  with the proposed realignment of the pitches being implemented

     immediately following the end of the forthcoming season.


           (h)  That approval be granted to remove the children’s Play Park at the rear of the Arncliffe



     Complex as outlined in para 3.31 of the report.

                       (i)   That the development of woodland management plans for New Hutte Woods and 



      Halewood Doorstep Green, to be presented to the Town Council for approval in due course
                                 be noted. Such plans to take account of any potential developments to be separately funded 
                              by the Landlord, KMBC.


(j)  That the Town Manager, in partnership with Vivark Ltd. negotiate and progress all 



      necessary approvals to any agreed scope of works, themselves subject to the Town



      Council’s approval.



(k) That the cost allocations as outlined in para 4 of the report be approved. 
27. TOWN COUNCIL WEBSITE
The Council considered the report of the Town Manager which sought approval for the Homepage design, intial Menu and Site Structure of the Town Council’s new website planned to be launched in August 2015.
It was moved by Cllr. I S Hamilton and seconded by Cllr. K Dalton, and
RESOLVED:-   (a) That the report be noted.  (A copy of the report is filed with the minutes)


(b) That the design of the Home page as reference in para 3.3 of the report and



      attached as Appendix A be approved.



(c) That the content of the initial Menu, the Site Structure as outlined in para 3.8



      of the report be approved.



(d)  That the Town Manager develop a ‘Social Media Policy’ and that this be considered at a


      future meeting of the Town Council.

28.  APPOINTMENT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR 2015-2016

The Council considered the report of the Town Manager, which sought approval for the re-appointment of Knowsley M.B.C.’s Counter Fraud and Internal Audit Service, as Internal Auditors to the Town Council for the financial year 2015-2016.

It was moved by Cllr. N Hogg and seconded by Cllr. Miss C Rose, and

RESOLVED:-   (i) That the report be noted.



(ii) That the re-appointment of Knowsley MBC’s Counter Fraud and Internal Audit



      Service as Internal Auditors to the Town Council for the financial year 2015/16 at an



      Anticipated and budgeted cost of £1,500


            (iii) That the Audit Specification attached as Appendix A be approved.


            (iv) That the training recommended in para 3.8 of the report at an anticipated budgeted



       maximum cost of £300, be approved.

29. APPLICATIONS FOR FREE OR CONCESSIONARY HIRE OF FACILITIES
The Council considered the following applications for free or concessionary hire.
(a) Halewood Town Juniors – Arncliffe, Sunday 5th July 2015

(b) Al’s Club – Arncliffe, Sunday 16th August 2015 

(c) The Alzheimer’s Society – Arncliffe, Friday 27th November 2015 
It was moved by Cllr. D Samuels and seconded by Cllr. N Hogg, and 

RESOLVED:-   (a) That the report be noted. (A copy of the report is filed with the minutes)


(b) That free hire be approved for the events listed above on the dates indicated.

30. SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS
RESOLVED:-   That the schedule of payments, addendum, pre-payments and direct debits amounting to 



 £26,792.71, be approved.

31. REPORTS FROM CONFERENCE/REPRESENTATIVE BODIES
(a)  Cllr. I S Hamilton reported that the St. Mary’s AGM scheduled to take place this week had been postponed and a report would be submitted when this meeting has taken place.

(b) Cllr. Mrs. E Finneran expressed her disappointment that Halewood Town Councillors has not attended the 

 recent Civic Sunday service that took place at St. Nicholas’ Church in her honour as Mayor of Knowsley MBC. 

32. CORRESPONDENCE

(a) Lancashire Association of Local Council (LALC) 71st Annual General Meeting 2015
Nominations were invited for 4 voting delegates to attend the Annual General Meeting which will take place on Saturday 7th November 2015 in County Hall, Preston.  Direction was also requested on the wording of any resolutions members may wish to submit at the AGM.
RESOLVED:-  (i) That the Town Council be represented at the AGM by Cllr. K Dalton, Cllr. I. S. Hamilton,



Cllr. N Hogg and the Town Manager.
(ii) That a resolution be submitted to the AGM on behalf of Halewood Town Council  requesting all North West MPs to lobby Government regarding the ring-fencing of the Council Tax Reduction Grant, the wording of the resolution to be agreed with Cllr. Harvey and Cllr. Hogg.
(b) Lancashire County Training Partnership – Forthcoming Workshops

Details of the programmes for forthcoming workshops on Community Engagement and Chairmanship to be delivered by the Lancashire County Training Partnership were considered.

RESOLVED:-    That approval be granted for Cllr. Miss C Rose attend the “Chairmanship” on 19th November 



 2015.

(c) Lancashire Association of Local Council (LALC) – June 2015 Newsletter

RESOLVED:-  That the June Newsletter be noted.
Note:-    Cllr. Mrs. E Finneran, having declared an interest left the meeting during the discussion of the next item.  Cllr. A Harvey, as Chairman, remained in the meeting, but took no part in the discussion thereof.
(d) The following Planning Applications were considered:-
Application Reference no:- 15/00377/FUL
Application Reference no:- 15/00381/FUL
                          Application Reference no:- 15/00391/FUL


Application Reference no:- 15/00312/FUL


Application Reference no:- 14/00554/NMA


Application Reference no:- 15/00390/FUL



Application Reference no:- 15/00380/FUL



Application Reference no:- 15/00393/FUL



Application Reference no:- 15/00304/FUL



Application Reference no:- 15/00287/FUL
RESOLVED:-   (i) That the Planning Applications be noted. 

Meeting closed at 8.45 p.m. 
Signed .......................................             Date ...............................................


