HALEWOOD TOWN COUNCIL

At a Meeting of the Town Council held on Thursday, 17th September 2015 (7.00 pm), at Arncliffe Sports & Community  Centre, Arncliffe Road, Halewood, the following Members were:-
PRESENT

COUNCILLORS
A. Harvey (Chairman)
                                 S Ball                                                                    N Hogg

K Dalton




D Perry

            

Mrs. E Finneran



Miss C Rose




B Swann




I S Hamilton





D Samuels




Ms. C Harris





Also in attendance:-
G MacKenzie, Town Manager

L. Joyner, Administrator

33. APOLOGIES
Apologies for non-attendance were received and accepted from Cllr A Flute.
34. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

The following declarations of interest were received:-
Cllr. E Finneran  -    Agenda Item 12      – Halewood Community Grants Fund


       Agenda Item 15(d) – Planning Applications
Cllr. A Harvey -       Agenda Item 15(d) – Planning Applications
Cllr. R Swann  -       Agenda Item 12      – Halewood Community Grants Fund

35. PUBLIC FORUM
No items received.
36. MINUTES 

RESOLVED:-   That the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 16th July 2015 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairperson.
37. TOWN MANAGER’S INFORMATION UPDATE

The Town Manager gave an update on the following items:-
1. Hollies Road Playground
2. Arncliffe Sports & Community Centre – Rear Playground
3. Town Council Website
4. Hollies Hall - Fire Alarm
5. Hollies Hall – Insurance Survey
6. Arncliffe Sports & Community Centre Development
7. Trade Waste
8. Holidays 
RESOLVED:- (a) That the Town Manager’s report be noted. (A copy of the report is filed with the minutes).
38. CONCLUSION OF AUDIT 2014-2015
The Council considered the report of the Town Manager which indicated that the annual return for 2014-15 had been certified by the External Auditor and requesting approval and acceptance of the annual return for 2014-15 and the noting of the Issues Arising Report.
It was noted by Members that BDO had still to respond to the Town Manager’s letter concerning the ‘budget issue’ referenced in the Issues Arising Report. The Town Manager also read an extract from the Governance and Accountability in Local Council’s in England – a Practitioners’ Guide which also addressed the recommendation of the ‘budget issue’.
It was moved by Cllr. Hamilton and seconded by Cllr. Hogg , and
RESOLVED:-   (a) That the conclusion of the Annual Audit be noted. (A copy of the report is filed with the 
                              minutes)



(b) To note that the annual return for 2014-2015 has been certified by the External Auditor.



(c) That the completed return, attached to this report, be approved and accepted.


(d) That the Issues Arising Report issued by BDO, and the status of the actions indicated


in para. 3.3 of this report, be noted.

(e) That it be noted that, the official ‘Notice of Conclusion of Audit’ had been displayed as    required.
39. REVIEW OF BAR PRICES
The Town Manager presented a report which contained details of the current prices for bar products at the Hollies and Arncliffe Centres, together with proposals for an increase to these charges. It was noted that the prices had not been reviewed since November 2013, despite increases by our Brewery Suppliers.
In discussion, the ownership of various items of dispensing equipment, the age, suitability and ‘fit for purpose’ nature of the bar areas in both locations was highlighted.  
It was moved by Cllr. Hamilton and seconded by Cllr. Samuels, and
RESOLVED:-   (a) That the report be noted.  (A copy of the report is filed with the minutes)


(b) That no increase in bar prices be approved at this time.
(c) That a review be undertaken into the operation of both bars, to include not only pricing but      the potential for upgrading the facilities behind the bar and in the cellars and sourcing supplies    from other brewers.
40.  LOCAL COUNCIL AWARD SCHEME
Details of the new Local Council Award Scheme were circulated.  The Town Manager requested that consideration be given as to whether or not the Town Council should seek accreditation under the LCAS and if so at what level.
It was moved by Cllr. Harvey and seconded by Cllr. Rose , and

RESOLVED:-   (a) That the report be noted. (A copy of the report is filed with the minutes)


(b) That Halewood Town Council seek accreditation under the LCAS.


(c) That the Town Manager’s recommendation, that application should be made

                  at Quality Level, be approved, with an aspiration to ‘go for Gold’ in future.

41.  MEMORY WALK – MEMORY LANE
The Town Manager presented a report that outlined proposals to hold a fundraising ‘Memory Walk’ in partnership and for the benefit of Knowsley Dementia Care Support (KDCS) Memory Lane.
It was moved by Cllr. Perry and seconded by Cllr. Hamilton, and

RESOLVED:-   (a) That the report be noted. (A copy of the report is filed with the minutes)



(b) That the proposals outlined in the report, including the provision of £150 for



      the cost of refreshments, be approved.


(c) That bar prices be increased by 10p per drink, the additional income thereby obtained to be donated to KDCS Memory Lane.
42.  BAD DEBT WRITE OFF

Approval was sought, in accordance with the Town Council’s Financial Regulations, to write off a bad debt of £45. 

It was moved by Cllr. Harris and seconded by Cllr. Rose, and

RESOLVED:-   (a) That the report be noted. (A copy of the report is filed with the minutes)



(b) That approval be granted to write off the bad debt of £45 as outlined in the report.


(c) That staff be reminded to apply payment processes rigorously.
43. APPLICATIONS FOR FREE OR CONCESSIONARY HIRE OF FACILITIES
The Council considered the following applications for free or concessionary hire:-
(a) Gateway Church – Arncliffe, Saturday 5th September 2015
(b) Memory Lane Dementia Care – Arncliffe Centre,  Thursday 24th September 2015 
(c) Memory Lane Dementia Care – Arncliffe Centre, Wednesday 16th December 2015
(d) The David James Ross Foundation – Arncliffe Centre, Saturday 26th September 2015
It was moved by Cllr. Harris and seconded by Cllr. Dalton, and 

RESOLVED:-   (a) That the report be noted. (A copy of the report is filed with the minutes)


(b) That free hire be approved for the events listed above on the dates indicated.

44. HALEWOOD COMMUNITY GRANTS FUND

Having declared an interest in the matter, Cllrs Finneran and Swann remained in the room but took no part in the discussion or deliberation of this item. 

(i) The Council considered the following applications:-

(a) Application No. 15/16/2 – Kingsthorne Junior Football Club
An application was received requesting funding towards the cost of new mini soccer goals, cones and footballs 
(b) Application No. 15/16/3 – The Tuesday Club
An application from the Tuesday Club requested a grant towards the cost of their annual holiday to Blackpool. 
(c) Application No. 15/16/4  – Eli Lilly FC
An application from Eli Lilly FC requested a contribution towards the costs of refurbishing the goal posts that are used on Hollies pitch no. 1.
(ii) Endorsement of application:- Halewood Town Sports Association (HTSA)
It was moved by Cllr. Samuels, seconded by Cllr. Dalton, and 

RESOLVED:- (a) That the report be noted.  (A copy of the report is filed with the minutes)

          (b) That, in accordance with the Local Government Act (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act

          1976 s.19, a grant of £500 be awarded to Kingsthorne Junior Football Club.
          (c) That, in accordance with the Localism Act 2011 (Power of Competence), a grant of 


          £450 be awarded to the Tuesday Club.

          (d) That, in accordance with the Local Government Act (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act

          1976 s.19, a grant of £162 be awarded Eli Lilly FC.

(e) That subject to receipt of the completed indemnity forms, payments be made as indicated in (b) – (d) above.
          (f) That the further allocation to HTSA of £500 from the general grants fund, making a

           total grant award of £1,500, be endorsed
45. SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS
RESOLVED:-   (a) That the schedule of payments, addendum, pre-payments and direct debits for August

 paid in accordance with Standing Order 3d, amounting to £19,211.92, be endorsed.


(b) That the schedule of payments, addendum, pre-payments and direct debits for September
amounting to £19,455.46, be approved.
46. REPORTS FROM CONFERENCE/REPRESENTATIVE BODIES
(a) Cllr Finneran apologised for not attending the recent Culturefest Committee meeting. It had been attended by the Town Manager and Cllr Dalton who reported that planning for 2016 is ‘well underway’.
(b) Cllr Hamilton reported that the re-arranged AGM of St Mary’s Day Care Centre has been fixed for 4th October 2015.
(c) Cllrs Hogg and Hamilton had attended a meeting of the Lancashire Association of Local Councils.
(d) Cllr Swann reported on a recent meeting of the Liverpool Airport Consultative Committee and distributed information regarding proposed changes to the flight paths of incoming aircraft.

(e) Along with the Leaders of the other Town and Parish Councils in Knowsley, the Leader of the Town Council, Cllr Harvey, had held a recent meeting with the Leader of the Borough Council.

47. CORRESPONDENCE

(a) St. John Vianney Lourdes Group
A letter of thanks was received thanking Halewood Town Council for the recent grant to the cost of the organisation travelling to Lourdes.
RESOLVED:-  (a) That the correspondence be noted.
(b) Relate – Requesting for Financial Assistance

A letter was received from Relate requesting financial support for their work.
RESOLVED:- (a) That the letter be noted and no further action taken.
(c) NALC Larger Council’s Committee
An email was received from the Chairman of NALC’s Larger Councils’ Committee requesting nominations to serve on that Committee.
RESOLVED:-   (a) That no nominations be made from Halewood Town Council at this time.
Note:-    Cllr. Mrs. E Finneran, having declared an interest left the meeting during the discussion of the next item.  Cllr. A Harvey, as Chairman, remained in the meeting, but took no part in the discussion thereof.

(d) The following Planning Applications
The following Planning Applications were considered:- 

Application Reference no:- 15/00408/FUL
Application Reference no:- 15/00127/NMA1
                          Application Reference no:- 15/00528/FUL


Application Reference no:- 15/00477/FUL


Application Reference no:- 14/00446/TWA


Application Reference no:- 15/00492/FUL



Application Reference no:- 15/00499/FUL



Application Reference no:- 15/00406/FUL



Application Reference no:- 15/00473/FUL



Application Reference no:- 15/00510/FUL


Application Reference no:- 15/00561/FUL


Application Reference no:- 15/00559/FUL
A discussion took place regarding the level of community consultation undertaken in respect of application number 15/00559/FUL, Countryside Developments (UK) Ltd’s proposal in relation to the former Bridgefield Forum site and the lack of any formal consultation with the Town Council.

It was noted that there is no statutory requirement to consult the community on such matters, although the Borough Council does encourage it. 
RESOLVED:-   (a) That the Planning Applications be noted. 
(b) That the Town Manager write to John Flaherty Executive Director (Place) at KMBC, expressing the Town Council’s disappointment in relation to community consultation undertaken in respect of application 15/00559/FUL and seeking a meeting with the applicant to discuss the proposed development; the content of the letter to be approved by the Deputy Chairperson.

Meeting closed at 8:37p.m. 
Signed .......................................             Date ...............................................


