HALEWOOD TOWN COUNCIL

At a meeting of the Town Council held on Thursday 19th December 2013, at the Arncliffe Centre, the following members were
                                                                          PRESENT
                                                                      COUNCILLORS
Mrs E. Finneran (Chairperson)



K Dalton



A Harvey




Ms M Grant



T Powell
A Flute



Mrs. S Powell
T Fearns



G See

N Hogg        


            R Swann
Also in attendance:
Mr. G MacKenzie, Town Manager
Miss L Joyner, Senior Administrator
Members of the Public – 4
APOLOGIES

Apologies for non-attendance were received and accepted from Cllr. Ms. C Harris.
96. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA
The following declarations of interest were received:-
Cllr. K Dalton                           Agenda item 15 – Exempt Item Hollies Incident
Cllr. Mrs. E Finneran
           Agenda item 14(a) - Planning Applications
           Agenda item 15 – Exempt Item Hollies Incident
Cllr. A Flute

           Agenda item 15 – Exempt Item Hollies Incident
Cllr. T Fearns

           Agenda item 15 – Exempt Item Hollies Incident

Cllr. Ms. M Grant
           Agenda item 15 – Exempt Item Hollies Incident
Cllr. A Harvey
          
           Agenda item 14(a) - Planning Applications
           Agenda item 15 – Exempt Item Hollies Incident
Cllr. N Hogg                             Agenda item 15 – Exempt Item Hollies Incident
Cllr. Mrs. S Powell                   Agenda item 15 – Exempt Item Hollies Incident

Cllr. T Powell                           Agenda item 14(a) - Planning Applications
           Agenda item 15 – Exempt Item Hollies Incident
Cllr. G See

           Agenda item 15 – Exempt Item Hollies Incident
Cllr. R Swann

           Agenda item 15 – Exempt Item Hollies Incident
97. PUBLIC FORUM

The following items were raised by members of the public in attendance at this meeting:-

(a)  Mr. Steven Ball – Halewood South Railway Link
Mr. Ball spoke about the need for a rail link on the West Coast Main Line in Halewood South to serve Halewood and the surrounding areas. This would improve access to employment within the City Region and links to the Wirral, the Midland and London. Mr. Ball requested that Halewood Town Council write to Merseytravel to lobby support for a railway station in Halewood.
It was agreed that standing orders be suspended to allow members to participate in this discussion.

 Cllr. Swann reported that Knowsley MBC has written to Merseytravel to request the development of station at Higher Road, near to the RSPCA, and that elected members should raise this initiative at the next Merseytravel Forum.
(b) Mr. Ian Hamilton – Bus Fares
Mr. Hamilton spoke about the high cost of bus fares for relatively short journeys of 1 -3 stages and requested that Halewood Town Council converse with Merseytravel about introducing variable bus fares and raise this issue at the Merseytravel Forum in January 2014.

Residents were thanked for their attendance at the meeting and it was 

It was moved by Cllr.G See, seconded by Cllr. A Flute, and 

RESOLVED:-  (a) That the Town Council send a letter to Merseytravel to urge them to undertake a
feasilibity study to develop a station at Halewood South.

(b) That a letter to Merseytravel asking that the authority considers the introduction of

a variable pricing policy for bus fare with a view to reducing bus fares.


(c) That the issue about the high cost of bus fares be raised by elected members at the



next Merseytravel Forum, which will be held in the Arncliffe Centre on 23rd January 2013.
98. MINUTES 
RESOLVED:-   that the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 14th November 2013 be

approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

99. TOWN MANAGER’S INFORMATION UPDATE
The Town Manager gave an update on the following items.
a) Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Concert – 10th December 2013

b) Town Council Pantomimes 

c) Arncliffe Pensioners Party

d) 2014/2015 Budget 

e) Thanks from Town Manager
f) Thank you letters from St. John Vianney SVP Christmas Appeal and Mr. J Woollam re: Quernstone, Court Farm.
RESOLVED:- (i) That the update be noted. (A copy of the update is filed with the minutes)
100. TOWN COUNCIL ACCOMMODATION
The Town Manager reported that the lease on the current accommodation in the Halewood Centre ends on 11th January 2014, and presented a report containing several options in relation to the administrative accommodation.
It was moved by Cllr. K Dalton, seconded by Cllr. A Flute, and 

RESOLVED:-  
(a) That the report be noted. (A copy of the report is filed with the Minutes).

(b) That:-

· the administrative function of the Town Council will adopt a flexible approach to work across all of the Town Council Assets to meet local need and demand, this will take place from January 2014
· Town Council will maintain the current office space with in the Halewood Centre for one year, on the agreed terms outlined in the report by KMBC.  This decision will be reviewed within the year.

· If members feel it necessary to meet with KMBC Assets Department, a meeting for all members will

be arranged as soon as possible.

(c) That the potential payment of the rent and service charge, as outlined in paragraph 3.12 of the report, be noted.
101.  MARKETING & COMMUNICATION WORKING GROUP
The Council considered the report of the Town Manager about the resurrection of the Marketing & Communication Group.  Cllr. Swann indicated that the Group had never been disbanded.  It was agreed that reinstating meetings of the Working Group would be vital in promoting and improving the facilities the Town Council has to offer. 
It was moved by Cllr. B Swann, seconded by Cllr. M Grant, and 

RESOLVED:-  (a) That the report be noted. (A copy of the report is filed with the minutes)



(b) That the following recommendations as outline in paragraph 3.7 of the report

 be approved and that a meeting of Marketing and Communication Working Group be
convened in January 2014.
(c) That Elected Member representation on the Working Group be Cllr. G See,
Cllr. K Dalton, Cllr. T Powell, Cllr. A Harvey, Cllr. N Hogg, and Cllr. R Swann subject

to clarification at the planned meeting of the Working Group.

102. POLICY & FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING - 9th JANUARY 2014
The Council considered the report of the Town Manager, this contained a recommendation that the Policy and Finance Committee scheduled to take place on 9th January 2014, be cancelled and rescheduled to take place on 16th January 2014.
It was moved by Cllr. G See, seconded by Cllr. K Dalton, and 

RESOLVED:-  (a) That the report be noted. (A copy of the report is filed with the minutes)



(b) That the Town Manager’s recommendation to re-schedule the meeting to 16th January

 2014, be approved.

103. INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT 
The Town Manager presented the latest closedown report from the Internal Audit Service following their inspection on 23rd November 2013. The report contained the client’s response to each of the points raised within the report.

It was moved by Cllr. T Powell, seconded by Cllr. A Flute, and 

RESOLVED:-  (a) That the report and specifically the content of Appendix A be noted. (A copy of the report 



is filed with the Minutes).



(b) That the ‘Client Response and Agreed Action’ sections of the report at Appendix A be



endorsed.

104. HALEWOOD COMMUNITY GRANT FUND (HCGF) APPLICATIONS – DECEMBER 2013 
The Council considered the following applications for grants from the Halewood Community Grant Fund.
 (i)  HCGF Application No.16-13/14  The Big Help Project
This application is for a grant towards the cost of establishing a six month pilot project in Halewood to provide back to work and digital inclusion support as part of the Knowsley Food Bank operating from St. Mary’s Halewood.  
It was moved by Cllr. B Swann, seconded by Cllr. G See, and 

RESOLVED:-  (i) That, this application be refused, on the grounds that the application is of a religious 



nature, and therefore does not comply with the criteria for funding from the HCGF.


(ii) That the applicant be advised that funding may be available from the Food Project



Fund should they wish write to the Town Council to apply for a donation.

105. REQUESTS FOR CONCESSIONARY OR FREE USE OF FACILITIES – DECEMBER 2013
The Council considered applications for free or concessionary use of The Arncliffe Centre and Hollies Hall. 
It was moved by Cllr. A Harvey, seconded by Cllr. G See, and 

RESOLVED:-   

(a) Boogie Tots 
That free use of Hollies Hall for the groups Children’s Christmas Party which was held on Sunday 15th December 2013, be approved.
(b) Friends of Halewood C of E Primary School
That free use of Hollies Hall for a fundraising Quiz Night with bar provision, to be held on the evening of Friday 7th February 2014, be approved.
(c) Halewood WI  (Minute 98 Town Council Meeting 14/11/13 Refers)
Having noted further information received from Halewood WI in relation to use of Hollies Hall on Friday 14th April 2014, the application for free or concessionary use was declined.
106. SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS
A discussion took place about some of the invoices included on the Schedule of Accounts for this period and members made several points relating to maintenance costs for heating systems in both of the Town Council’s Centres.  

Cllr. See requested that when grant payments are awarded in future, every effort be made to expedite payment of these grants, to the recipients.
RESOLVED:    That the schedule of payments & direct debits amounting to £19,666.48 and the addendum be approved.

107. REPORTS FROM CONFERENCE/REPRESENTATIVE BODIES

None received.
108. CORRESPONDENCE

Note: Cllr. T Powell and Cllr A. Harvey having declared an interest, left the meeting during the following item.  Cllr. E Finneran, remained in the room but took no part in the discussion of this item.
(a) KMBC -Planning Applications Registered
The following Planning Applications were considered.  
Planning Application Reference  13/00704/FUL

Planning Application Reference  13/00698/FUL

Planning Application Reference  13/00623/FUL
Planning Application Reference  13/00637/FUL

Planning Application Reference  13/00688/FUL

Planning Application Reference  13/00526/FUL
Planning Application Reference  13/00706/FUL

Planning Application Reference  13/00707/FUL

Planning Application Reference  13/00711/FUL
Planning Application Reference  13/00723/FUL

Planning Application Reference  13/00587/FUL

Planning Application Reference  13/00633/FUL
RESOLVED:-      (a)  That the above applications be noted subject to the Town Manager obtaining 



    information relating to following applications:-
   

   Planning Application Reference  13/00723/FUL
   Planning Application Reference  13/00688/FUL 
   Planning Application Reference  13/00587/FUL

(b) That subject to the information obtained by the Town Manager, the Town Manager be       granted delegated authority to make comments on the Councils behalf, if necessary in     relation to these applications as per the comments made by Elected Members.
109.  EXEMPT ITEM

RESOLVED:  that under section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business, on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information, as defined in paragraph 1 of part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Act.
110. INCIDENT 12TH NOVEMBER 2013
The Town Manager presented a report which contained information relating to an incident with a member of staff employed by this Town Council and a User Group of Hollies Hall. Details of the investigation into the incident and the actions taken by the Town Manager to date were noted.
It was moved by Cllr. T Powell, seconded by Cllr. A Flute, and 

RESOLVED:-  (a) That the report be noted. (A copy of the report is filed with the minutes)


(b) That the actions taken by the Town Manager and the decision to terminate the hire

 agreement with this Group, with effect from 1st January 2014, be endorsed. 

(c)That this termination applies to use of all facilities operated by this Town Council.

Meeting closed at 8.40 p.m.
Signed ……………………………….                                          Date     ……………………………….
