HALEWOOD TOWN COUNCIL

At a Meeting of the Town Council held on Thursday, 20 November 2014 (7.00 pm), at Halewood Environmental Centre, the following members were
PRESENT

COUNCILLORS
T Powell (Chairman)




    K Dalton



N Hogg         



    T Fearns


             A Harvey         




    Mrs. E Finneran                      
Mrs. S Powell  
    
    Ms. M Grant                                         B Swann

    

              G See
               
Also in attendance:-
G MacKenzie, Town Manager

L Joyner, Senior Administrator

Members of the Public – 2
84. APOLOGIES
Apologies for non-attendance were received and accepted from Cllr. A Flute and Cllr. C Harris.
85. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

The following declarations of interest were received:-

Cllr. Mrs. E Finneran         Agenda item 16(a) & 16(b) Planning Applications

Cllr. A Harvey                    Agenda item 16(a) & 16(b) Planning Applications
Cllr. T Powell                     Agenda item 16(a) & 16(b) Planning Applications
86. PUBLIC FORUM
No matters raised.
87. MINUTES 

RESOLVED:-   That the Minutes of the Town Council held on 16th October 2014 be approved as a correct
                        record and signed by the Chairman.
88. TOWN MANAGER’S INFORMATION UPDATE

The Town Manager gave an update of the following items:-
1. Halloween/Bonfire Night Period

2. Telephone Mast – Tuer’s Garage

3. External Signage Hollies Hall/The Arncliffe Sports and Community Centre

4. Christmas Concert

5. Diary Dates of Events
RESOLVED:-    (a) That the Town Manager’s report be noted. (A Copy of the report is filed with the minutes).

             (b) That both Torrington Drive Community Association and the Halewood Community Spirit



be congratulated on their outstanding work in providing extra community activities that 



played a major part in reducing adverse youth related issues that would normally occur



during the Halloween/Bonfire night period,



(c) That the Town Manager requests that Merseyside Police meet with the Town Council



     to explain the reasons behind the inadequate police cover given to the township of
                             Halewood during an expected period of anti-social behaviour.
89. INTERNAL AUDIT 1
The Town Manager presented a report that contained the content of the Closedown Agenda prepared by Knowsley MBC’s Internal Audit Service following their initial inspection visit on 7th October 2014.
It was moved by Cllr. S Powell, seconded by Cllr. E Finneran, and
RESOLVED:-  (a) That the report and specifically, the content of Appendix A, be noted. (A copy of the report 

                             is filed with the minutes)

           (b) That the ‘Client Response and Agreed Action’ in Appendix A be endorsed.
90.  VALUATION OF TOWN COUNCIL PROPERTY
The Town Manager presented a report which sought authority to commission the Valuation Office Agency (VOA) to carry out a valuation of Town Council property. Three quotations for a revaluation of premises across Halewood, Whiston and Knowsley Town Councils were obtained. It was noted that the Town Manager is currently working collaboratively with the three other Town Councils in Knowsley making arrangements for Independent Valuations of their respective premises,  to inform competitive insurance quotations for 2015/2016.
It was moved by Cllr. E Finneran, seconded by Cllr. G See, and
RESOLVED:-  (a) That the report be noted. (A copy of the report is filed with the minutes)

           (b) That the appointment of the VOA to undertake an insurance valuation of Town Council


     property at the cost outlined in para 3.6 of the report, be approved.
91. THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT & ACCOUNTABILITY ACT 2014 

      THE OPENNESS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT BODIES REGULATIONS 2014 

The Council considered the report of the Town Manager which addressed the requirements of The Local Audit and Accountability Act that came into effect on 6th August 2014.
It was moved by Cllr. N Hogg, seconded by Cllr. T Fearns, and
RESOLVED:-  (a) That the report be noted. (A copy of the report is filed with the minutes)

           (b) That the draft policy on the Filming, Recording and Social Media Reporting of (Public)



     Town Council meetings (para 3.2 of the report), be approved.


           (c) That it be approved that, in the interests of consistency, delegated decisions taken in
                             accordance with standing order 3d are to be recorded when such decisions incur expenditure
 

   in excess of £500.


          (d) That it be approved that, in addition to the datasets which must be published as set out in Part                 

               2 of the Local Government Transparency Code 2014(the code), the Town Council continue to

                          publish those elements of the recommended datasets as set out in para 3 of the code that are 
                          currently so published, (para 3.13 of the report)
92. DEVELOPMENT OF A NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN (T.C. Mtg. 16/09/14 Min. 55(b) refers)
In accordance with the decision made at the Town Council Meeting held on 19th September 2014, the Town Manager presented a report that outlined what a Neighbourhood Plan (NP) actually is, the steps required for its development, and indications of timescale and cost.
It was moved by Cllr. B Swann, seconded by Cllr. T Powell, and
RESOLVED:-  (a) That the report be noted. (A copy of the report is filed with the minutes)

                       (b) That the Town Council is mindful to investigate further the feasibility of developing


    a neighbourhood plan for the township of Halewood.


           (c) That the Council instructs the Town Manager to investigate further the potential benefits to 

                            the township in obtaining such a plan, bearing in mind the additional resources needed, the 

                            timescales involved and the financial consequences that will be borne by the Council in 

                            establishing such an entity.
93.  MID YEAR BUDGET REVIEW 

The Town Manager presented a report that outlined the financial position of the Town Council at the end of the six month review period up to 30th September 2014.
It was moved by Cllr. G See, seconded by Cllr. B Swann, and
RESOLVED:-  (a) That the report be noted. (A copy of the report is filed with the minutes)


           (b) That Specific Reserve number 10 (New Hutte Woods Restoration Project) be 



     removed as this is now a redundant category.



(c) That Specific Reserve 11 and 14 (Local Business Development Reserve and 



      Food Project respectively) be removed and the remaining balances vired to Specific Reserve 
                             7 - IT Replacement Fund.
94. COMMUNITY CENTRE’S REFUBISHMENT & REFURNISHING
The Town Manager presented a report that gave details of the out turn figures for the recently completed refurbishment of Hollies Hall and the purchase of new furniture.  The report also outlined costs for a refurbishment of the Arncliffe Sports and Community Centre on a similar basis to that undertaken in Hollies Hall.
It was moved by Cllr. G See, seconded by Cllr. N Hogg, and
RESOLVED:-     (a) That the report be noted. (A copy of the report is filed with the minutes)

              (b) That expenditure for refurbishment should be prioritised with regard to enhanced 


        income generation and Environmental Health and Safety improvements.



   (c) That expenditure considerations having a high priority would include:-

·  The installation or updating of telecommunication and Wifi systems to both the

     Arncliffe and Hollies Centres.

·   Lighting upgrade to enable full use of the bar facilities room space at the Arncliffe
     and provide a suitable facility for meetings.
·   Updating the Arncliffe’s kitchen area capacity and working area environment,

     providing for a safer managed working facility.

·   Refurbishment of all toilet facilities at Arncliffe.

·   The replacement of entrance doors and foyer improvement at the Arncliffe.

  (d) That any refurbishment is carried out only as finances permit and programmed to have

        minimal effect on business use.

  (e) That costs are allocated using the balance from:-

· Specific reserve number 7 (Technology & IT Replacement Fund) for planned work 

fitting that particular fund category.

· Specific reserve number 9 (Community Centres – Special Work) for planned work

fitting that particular fund category, supported by specific reserve number 6. 

(Synthetic Surface Sinking Fund) 
95. APPLICATIONS FOR FREE OR CONCESSIONARY HIRE OF FACILITIES
The Council considered the following applications for concessionary hire.
 (a) The Alzheimers Society
Requesting concessionary hire of the Arncliffe Centre for a Carers Christmas Party on Friday 28th November 2014.

(b) Bridgefield Swimming Club
Requesting concessionary hire of Hollies Hall for a Christmas Celebration on Saturday 13th December 2014.

(c) Memory Lane (Knowsley Dementia Care)
Requesting concessionary hire of the Arncliffe Centre for a Christmas Celebration on Wednesday 17th December 2014.
It was moved by Cllr. K Dalton, seconded by Cllr. E Finneran, and
RESOLVED:-   (a) That the Town Manager’s report be note. (A copy of the report is filed with the minutes)


(b) That free hire be approved to all three applicants for the dates requested.  

96. HALEWOOD COMMUNITY GRANTS FUND (HGCF)
The Council considered the following applications:-

(a) Application 14-15/9 Halewood Park Volunteers
Requesting financial assistance towards the cost of improving bird feeding stations.
(b) Application 14-15/10 – St. John Vianney SVP
Requesting assistance to provide Christmas support to residents.
It was moved by Cllr. K Dalton, seconded by Cllr. N Hogg, and 

RESOLVED:- (i) That the report be noted.  (A copy of the report is filed with the minutes)

          (ii) That, in accordance with the Localism Act 2011 (Power of Competence), a grant of 

                £200 be awarded to the Halewood Park Volunteers.

          (iii) That, in accordance with the Localism Act 2011 (Power of Competence), a grant of 


                £400 be awarded to St. John Vianney SVP.  The Town Mayor also approved a grant from
                the Mayor’s Account of £100 to this cause.
97. SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS

RESOLVED:-   That the schedule of payments, addendum, pre-payments and direct debits amounting to 


£17,696.95 be approved.
98. REPORTS FROM CONFERENCE/REPRESENTATIVE BODIES

The following reports were received from members:-
a) Cllr. K Dalton – Lancashire Association of Local Councils - AGM
RESOLVED:-  (i)  That the reports be noted.
99. CORRESPONDENCE

Note:, Cllr. A Harvey and Cllr. E Finneran having declared an interest left the meeting during the following item.  Cllr. T Powell, as Chair, remained in the room but took no part in the discussion of this item.

(a) Advanced Notification – Clarke Telecom

The Town Manager reported that a letter had been received from Clark Telecom giving advanced notification of a planning application for a proposed base station installation on land on Church Road, Halewood.

RESOLVED:- (i) That the correspondence be noted.


          (ii) That, upon receipt, the Town Manager submit an objection to this application.
(b) KMBC -Planning Applications Registered

The following Planning Applications were considered:-
RESOLVED:-   (i) That the above Planning Applications be noted.
Application Reference no: 14/00665/FUL
Application Reference no: 14/00680/FUL
Application Reference no: 14/00637/FUL
Application Reference no: 14/00697/DEMCON
Application Reference no: 14/00733/PDE
Application Reference no: 14/00718/FUL
Application Reference no: 14/00738/FUL
Application Reference no: 14/00780/FUL
Application Reference no: 14/00776/TWA


(ii) That, following an issue raised by Cllr. See, a letter be sent to the Planning Authority



      about the unacceptable situation arising from lorries, associated with local factories, parking 


      in the lay-by on Higher Road near to the Horses Rest.
Meeting closed at 8.05 p.m. 
 Signed .......................................             Date ...............................................


