HALEWOOD TOWN COUNCIL

At a Meeting of the Town Council held on Thursday, 18th June 2015 (7.00 pm), at Arncliffe Sports & Community  Centre, Arncliffe Road, Halewood, the following members were:-
PRESENT

COUNCILLORS
         Cllr. Miss C. Rose (Vice-Chairperson)
              in the Chair




         K Dalton



    D Perry        



         N Hogg                                                Ms. C Harris
                                                B Swann



    S Ball
    

          I S Hamilton




Also in attendance:-
G MacKenzie, Town Manager

S Edwardson, Administrator

Members of the Public –  7
Before the order of the meeting the Vice-Chairperson Cllr. C Rose, offered her condolences to Cllr. N Hogg and his wife, Mrs Hogg, on behalf of all the Councillors and staff of the Town Council on their recent family bereavement. 
8. APOLOGIES
Apologies for non-attendance were received and accepted from Cllrs. A Harvey, E Finneran, A Flute and 

D Samuels.
9. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

The following declarations of interest were received:-
Cllr. Ms. C Harris
Agenda item 9 – Support for Children & Families

10. PUBLIC FORUM
The Vice-Chairperson welcomed the public to the meeting, and asked if anyone wished to address the Council.  The following issues were raised by those in attendance.
G See – Support for Children & Families
Mr See requested the support of the Town Council in securing the proposal which outlines provision of support to children and families attending two primary schools in the Township.  He mentioned that he personally supports the proposal and this is an excellent idea to assist potentially vulnerable families in the deprived wards of Halewood.

G See - Tumbleweeds to Hot Food Takeaway
Mr See expressed his objection to the change of use of a ground floor retail unit to hot food takeaway on Church Road, Halewood.  His objections included the close proximity of two schools (one within two minutes walk of the takeaway), noise and disturbance to neighbours living around and above the shop, and increased on street parking.  Mr See requested the Town Council formally object to the proposal.
Sgt 5448 Bernard, Merseyside Police – Update on Crime Issues

Sgt Barnard provided an update on crime and anti-social behaviour in the Township with increased Police patrols in targeted ‘hotspot’ areas.  He urged the public to continue reporting incidents to the Police via Crimestoppers or by dialling 101.
Cllr. Ball indicated that there had been a few scrambler bikes speeding around Hillingden Avenue, Halewood with youths wearing no helmets, he asked if the Police could extend their presence in this area.  Sgt Bernard reassured Cllr. Ball that all ‘hotspots’ were covered.  
Cllr. Hogg also requested that Town Councillors receive emails from the Police to inform them about what is going on in the Halewood area. (Town Manager to provide email addresses).  

The Town Manager thanked the Police for their prompt attention at Arncliffe Sports & Community Centre on 17 June 2015.

The Vice-Chairperson thanked the public for their questions and attendance at the meeting.
11. MINUTES 

RESOLVED:-   That the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 16th April 2015 and the minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Town Council held on 14th May 2015 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairperson.
12. TOWN MANAGER’S INFORMATION UPDATE

The Town Manager gave an update on the following items:-
1. Gas & Electricity Contracts
2. Planning Applications
3. Culturefest
4. 2015 Gardening Competition  
5. Mayor of Knowsley’s Civic Service
6. Thanks received
It was moved by Cllr. Swann and seconded by Cllr. Hogg, and
RESOLVED:- (a) That the Town Manager’s report be noted. (A copy of the report is filed with the minutes).
(b) That the proposed ‘Field of Hope’ in conjunction with Marie Curie Cancer Care and Vivark          be progressed.
13.  FINAL OUT TURN 2014-2015
The Town Manager presented a report which outlined the final out turn figures for 2014-2015 and indicated a further improvement in the Council’s financial position compared to the original budget and anticipated out turn report to the Town Council on 19th February 2015.
It was moved by Cllr. Ball and seconded by Cllr. Perry, and

RESOLVED:-  (a) That the report be noted. (A copy of the report is filed with the minutes)
(b) That the improved Town Fund Balance of £27,719 remain in the Revenue Account, so as to maximise flexibility in its use. 
14.  EXTERNAL AUDIT – ANNUAL RETURN 2014-2015
The Town Manager presented a report regarding the External Audit of the Town Council to be undertaken by BDO LLP including copies of the Annual Return (to be returned to BDO by 30th June 2015), Intermediate Audit Questionnaire and Statement of Accounts for 2014-15
Cllr. Hogg and Cllr. Swann congratulated the Town Manager for all the hard work he has put into the Annual

Return and production of the Accounts.  In turn the Town Manager thanked Lynn and Sue for all their hard work and assistance both during the year and particularly at year end.
It was moved by Cllr. Hogg and seconded by Cllr. Swann, and

RESOLVED:-   (a) That the report be noted. (A copy of the report is filed with the minutes).

 (b) That the Statement of Accounts (Revenue Account and Balance Sheet) and Section 1 of the    Annual Return – Accounting statements, be approved and signed by the Chairperson. 
(c) That the answers given in the Annual Governance Statement 2014-15 (section 2 of the Annual Return) be approved and signed by the Chairperson.
15. THE POWER OF COMPETENCE
The Town Manager presented a report outlining the statutory basis for the Power of Competence including the eligibility criteria.  The report confirmed that the Town Council meets the eligibility criteria both in terms of Elected Members and the employment of a qualified Clerk, and recommended the Council formally confirms its eligibility and intent to use the Power.
Cllr. Hogg congratulated the Town Manager for attaining the required qualification to enable The Power of Competence to be applied.
It was moved by Cllr. Swann and seconded by Cllr. Hamilton, and

RESOLVED:-  (a) That the report be noted. (A copy of the report is filed with the minutes).
(b) That Halewood Town Council meets the eligibility criteria laid down by the Secretary of  State and intends to use this Power.
16.  SUPPORT FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
The Council considered the report of the Town Manager which outlined a proposal for a pilot project which sought to provide support to potentially vulnerable children and families attending two primary schools in the Township.  It would provide a potentially fully sustainable and innovative way to target the most vulnerable.
A discussion took place on how the project, which had been developed in partnership with the respective Headteachers, would work. 

It was moved by Cllr. Swann and seconded by Cllr. Perry, and

RESOLVED:-  (a) That the Town Manager’s report be noted. (A copy of the report is filed with the minutes).

(b) That the Town Council provide support to Children and Families in the manner outlined in the report.
(c) That accepting the potential for full cost recovery be noted, the proposed allocation of £7,200 from the 2015-2016 operating surplus to fund the pilot, be approved.
(d) That a similar offer be made to all Headteachers of Primary Schools in Halewood with any consequential funding being discussed and agreed with the Leader of the Town Council in accordance with Standing Orders.

(e) A further report be submitted to the Town Council in due course.

17. APPLICATIONS FOR FREE OR CONCESSIONARY HIRE OF FACILITIES
The Council considered the following applications for free or concessionary hire.
a) Rosemont FC – Hollies Hall, Sunday 21st June 2015
b) Bridgefield Swimming Club – Hollies Hall, Saturday 27th June 2015

c) Halewood Ju Jitsu Club – Arncliffe Centre, Saturday 11th July 2015

d) Foundation for the Prevention of Blindness – Hollies Hall, Sunday 20th September 2015

e) Halewood Ju Jitsu Club – Arncliffe Centre, Saturday 31st October 2015

f( Bridgefield Swimming Club – Hollies Hall, Saturday 5th December 2015

It was moved by Cllr. Ball and seconded by Cllr. Swann, and 

RESOLVED:-   That free hire be approved for the above events.

18. SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS
RESOLVED:-  (a) That the (June) schedule of payments, addendum, pre-payments and direct debits amounting 


     to £12,014.45, be approved.

          (b)  That the May schedule of payments, including pre-payment and direct debits amounting



     to £  authorised under standing order 3(d) be approved.
19. REPORTS FROM CONFERENCE/REPRESENTATIVE BODIES
(a) Cllrs, Hogg, Dalton and Hamilton – LALC Conference
(b) Cllrs. Ball and Swann – Liverpool John Lennon Airport Consultative Committee
20. CORRESPONDENCE

(a) Report of the Independent Remuneration Panel on Parish/Town Council Allowances 2015
RESOLVED:-  That the report be noted.
(b) KMBC - Planning Appeal made to the Secretary of State
Application Reference No:- 14/00631/FUL
RESOLVED:-  That the Town Council object to the development on the basis of its original submission to the Planning Authority.
(c) NALC – Chairman’s letter to all Parish and Town Councillors in England
RESOLVED:-  That the Chairman’s letter be noted.

(d) The following Planning Applications were considered:-
Application Reference no:- 15/00152/CLD
Application Reference no:- 15/00209/FUL
                          Application Reference no:- 15/00227/TWA



Application Reference no:- 15/00280/FUL



Application Reference no:- 15/00189/FUL



Application Reference no:- 15/00276/FUL



Application Reference no:- 15/00299/FUL



Application Reference no:- 15/00329/FUL



Application Reference no:- 15/00327/FUL



Application Reference no:- 15/00304/FUL



Application Reference no:- 15/00366/PDE



Application Reference no:- 15/00328/FUL



Application Reference no:- 15/00321/FUL

RESOLVED:-   (i) That the Planning Applications be noted. 

(ii) That the Town Council formally object to Planning Application 15/000329/FUL on the basis of its objections against the original application for this site/development 14/00857/FUL
Meeting closed at 8.25 p.m. 
Signed .......................................             Date ...............................................


